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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 September 2005 . 
2a)|3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G.213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 7-50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-50 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's response and amendments filed on September 1 , 2005 has been entered and 
considered. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5-12, 28, 32-34, and 36 have been amended. Claim 50 has been newly added. 
Claims 1-50 are pending and presented for examination. 

3. Applicant's submission of references on form PTO-1449 has been considered. A signed copy of 
the form is attached. The cited Foreign Patent Documents have not been considered, since copies of the 
documents have not been made available. 

Response to Amendment 

4. The rejection of claim 5 under 35 USC §112, 2 nd paragraph, is withdrawn in light of the 
amendments made to the claim. 

5. The rejection of claims 19-21, 22-24, 31,41, 45-47 under 35 USC §112, 2 nd paragraph, is 
withdrawn. 

6. The rejection of claims 1-49 under 35 USC §1 02(b) as being anticipated by USPN 5,022,531 to 
Horino et al. is maintained and has been restated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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8. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 5,022,531 to 
Horino et al. 

The patented invention by Horino et al. (hereinafter "Horino") teaches the procedure used in 
processing bundles of items or documents, namely currency. In the method used, bundles or stacks of 
currency are placed in an input portion or receptacle. In addition, take out and receiving means for 
transporting the bundles is included. A detecting means is present to detect the quantity of packs; along 
with a rejecting means which rejects the bundles that are not consistent with the quantity or assigned 
data. Then a stacking portion stacks the bundles to be further transported. Finally, a storage box is 
present to store the stacked portion of the bundles upon completion of processing. With regard to the 
limitations of instant claims 1,13, 28, and 37; along with instant claims 10, 12, and 48, wherein the 
method and system for receiving a stack of documents, assigning searching identification, transportation 
of the stacks, detecting and evaluating the identifier, and then directing the stack for storage upon 
process completion is claimed. See column 2, lines 57, et seq., for details of the cited portion as 
described above. 

With regard to the use of currency or other types of financial instruments, such as tickets, 
coupons, or cards, as per claims 2, 16-18, 43 and 50, the prior art indicates that the patented invention 
may use bank notes or other financial instruments, as stated at line 12 in column 3. Stopping the process 
once the documents or currency is sent to an output receptacle as claimed by instant claim 3, is 
described with reference to an exemplary embodiment of the instant invention at column 9, line 35-41. 

Claims 4, 14, 26-27, 35, 44, and 49 are all directed to the use of a ticket number as a means of 
identification. The processing system of the patented art comprises a stamping section for stamping the 
bundles. Stamping of data on the bundles for identifying the type of bundle being presented is disclosed, 
see column 3, line 40. The limitations of instant claims 5 and 25, limit the processing system to include a 
scanning or detecting means. Horino teaches the use of a scanning camera placed underneath the glass 
plate of the scanning surface. This image is then provided to the denomination checking unit that 
verifies/compares the denomination of the bundles with the input and image information. See column 3: 
II. 60, et seq. The directing of documents to subsequent or plural receptacles, as in claims 6-7, 19-21, 
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and 45-47, is conducted by the transport and receiving means of the prior art as stated above. The 
setting of predetermined limits for accumulating or processing each bundle or stack of documents in a 
receptacle, as per claims 8, 31, and 40, is handled by the counting section which seals the bundles upon 
reaching it's predetermined limit, see column 3: II. 30-39. The reference of prior art teaches storage of 
data within its memory means as claimed by instant claims 9, 28, 33, and 36. The storage of a stack of 
documents being stored in a bag as per instant claim 34 is taught by Horino wherein the stack or bundle 
is stored in a box, which is analogous to a bag. The use of either an audible or visual indicator as per 
instant claims 1 1 and 15 is taught by the detecting device receiving and responding to a detection signal, 
see column 3: II. 21-29. The transportation of the bundles based on the capacity of the system of the 
prior art, as per instant claims 22-24, is handled by the transport and receiving means as stated above 
(also see column 8, line 14-16). With regard to the identifier including a date and time stamp, as per 
instant claims 29, 30, 38, and 39, the stamping section along with an operational panel allows for the 
inclusion of time and amount data as taught by Horino in column 3: II. 40-60. With regard to the printing 
of information as claimed by instant claims 32, 37, and 42, the printing of a slip or receipt by the printer 
that includes data regarding the documents or bundles is detailed by Horino in reference to the 
processing carried through in an exemplary embodiment of the patented invention at column 9: II. 42-50. 
The presence of a printer as called for by instant claim 41 is inherent when the printing process is used 
for printing data or documentation. 

Although the limitations of instant claims 19-21, 22-24, 31, 41, and 45-47 have been addressed 
above, it is noted that the cited features may not be directly analogous to the claimed limitations. 
Applicant is reminded; it has been held that the functional "wherein" statement does not define any 
structure and accordingly cannot serve to distinguish the limitations. In re Mason, 114 USPQ 127, 44 
CCPA 937 (1957). 

For the reasons stated above, the limitations of the claimed invention is taught by the prior arts of 
record; thereby, rendering the instant claims unpatentable. 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed September 1, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues, with respect to each of the independent claims, that the reference of prior art 
does not teach or disclose all of the limitations of the instant invention. Namely, the "transporting each of 
the documents, one at a time, past a detector" and "detecting the document-identifier of each substitute 
currency medium" is recited as not being addressed by the Horino reference. Examiner disagrees. As 
stated at lines 61-65 of column 2, "[a] take-out means takes out the bundles placed on the input portion 
one by one. A receiving means receives the bundles from . the take-out means. A detecting means 
detects the number of packs included in the bundle received by the receiving means." The "take-out 
means" along with the "receiving means" and "the detecting means" clearly identify the limitations of the 
claimed invention. The take out means and receiving means constitute the transporting means wherein 
bundles, a pack of paper sheets, are transported one at a time or one-by-one past a detector or detecting 
means that detects or identifies the packs. Thus, the Horino reference sufficiently teaches and discloses 
all of the limitations of the instant invention. 

The addition of claim 50 adds the limitation of "casino cashout tickets" to the previously submitted 
limitations. Horino includes the use of such tickets in the processing apparatus of the patented invention. 
The reference of prior art teaches the processing of bundles of paper sheets, namely bank notes. Casino 
tickets, as is well known, are also a type of paper sheets and can be bundled for purposes of transporting, 
distributing, or the like, in the same manner as bank notes. The use of casino tickets in the processing 
system as taught by Horino would be well known and clearly usable as far as one of ordinary skill in the 
art is concerned. Therefore, the limitations of newly added claim 50 is taught and disclosed by patented 
invention by Horino. 

For these reasons and those previously stated, claims 1-50 are deemed to be unpatentable by 
the prior arts of record. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Omuraetal. USPN 4,845,917 

The patent to Horino references the Omura patent. This patent teaches an 
inspecting apparatus wherein banknotes are picked up one by one form the bundles and 
are then inspected. 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Sheela Rao whose telephone number is (571) 272-3751. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday - Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Leo 
Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax number for the organization where this application 
or any proceeding papers is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. It should be noted that status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 



Application/Control Number: 10/662,930 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2125 



http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should any questions arise regarding access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chooh Q Don " T 



Sheela S. Rao 
November 21 ,2005 



Jayprakash N. Gandhi 
Primary Examiner 2I »* 
Technology Center JMfr 



